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STATISTICS 

Out of our precious listings we 

have try to guess who was the 

most prolific producer as a Sire of 

Sires – the stallion who numerically 

has the greatest list of descendants 

in the world. By this we mean the 

stallion whose male production is 

fully approved in at least one of the 

50 or so studbooks of the WBFSH. 

And the winner is a Selle Français, 

the same as last year: Quidam de 

Revel (Jalisco B) 

– Flemming 

Velin’s stallion. 

Incredible! With 

even more male 

descendants (76 

in 2007 over 72 

last year) selected 

and 

approved in one 

or another official 

worldwide 

organization (WBFSH studbooks). 

Leading the field for sure and now 

cloned as well: Paris Texas, born in 

April 2006, is devloping well according 

to Flemming Velin himself. 

Contender closer 

Don’t misunderstand our expectations. 

This figure does not mean 

that Quidam de Revel is the best 

stallion in the world, but rather 

that there are many stallion owners 

who believe that a good son of 

Quidam is worthwhile presenting 

for approval and using as a sire. It 

also means that a similar number 

of owners have invested in an 

approved Quidam son. 

Quidam first, and following behind, 

according to our files, the Holsteiner 

Contender (Calypso II) with 67 (65 

last year) male descendants, ahead of 

Donnerhall (Donnerwetter) the 

d e c e a s e d 

Oldenburger, 

with 64 active 

stallions. 

Naturally our 

work is transversal 



and does not 

take account of 

the disciplines 

for which the 

mentioned sires 

are known and 

recommended. We know of course 

that Quidam and Contender sons 

have been bred mostly for jumping, 

while Donnerhall was the 

crème de la crème for dressage. 

It is interesting to notice also that 

two of the three horses on the 

podium are still alive (Quidam 25, 

Contender 23, while Donnerhall 

(3rd), Voltaire (4th), Darco (7th), 

Lanfgraf (9th), Galoubet A (10th) 

Ramiro (11th) have left our planet 

for greener pastures. 
 

 
 

Sire of Sires: Quidam ... again! 
 

Some are no longer breeding 

actively, such as Carthago Z whom 

it is said is infertile, or have left our 

columm for other reasons. 

 

Galoubet, Darco ... still have more 

Other information comes out of 

this first review of the Sires of the 

sires. Twelve of them (33 percent) 

are Selle Français, exactly one third 

of the field, while almost another 

third (11) are Holsteiners, four 

KWPN (one more than last year 

review), three Hanoverians, two 

Oldenburgs and Westphalians, one 

BWP, the strong Darco, and one 

Rheinland, Florestan I, who is a 

typical dressage sire. 

Again it does not prove that Selle 

Français is the best, but that they 

have generated the most inspiration 

until now, while Germany, 

through its four main studbooks, is 

really the stongest provider of Sires 

of Sires with their representatives 

making up around 50 percent. 

 

Jumping is still the biggest part 

Another trend we can deduce from 

our work is that more than twothirds 

of the most diverse sires, 

according to our database, have 



produced in jumping. A few have 

had a mixed production, especially 

the Hannoverians and Westfalians, 

who have sons winning and working 

in both disciplines. Less than 

 

STATISTICS 

 

Sire of Sires – 2006 

  
1 (1) Quidam de Revel Selle Français 76 72 

2 (2) Contender Holstein 67 65 

3 (3) Donnerhall* Oldenburg 64 62 

4 (4) Voltaire* Hanoverian 59 56 

5 (10) Sandro Hit Oldenburg 53 46 

6 (8ex) Carthago Z Holstein 52 47 

7ex (7) Darco* BWP 51 48 

7ex (6) Weltmeyer Hanoverian 51 49 

9 (8ex) Landgraf I Holstein 48 47 

10 (11) Galoubet A* Selle Français 44 42 

11 (5) Ramiro Z* Holstein 43 52 

12 (12ex) Rubinstein* Westfalian 42 41 

13 (12ex) Jalisco B* Selle Français 41 4 

14 (14) Narcos II Selle Français 40 40 

15ex (15ex) Cor de la Bryère* Selle Français 34 33 

15ex (24ex) Heartbreaker KWPN 34 28 

17ex (18) Concorde KWPN 33 31 

17ex (15ex) Laudanum Selle Français 33 33 

17ex (20ex) Pilot* Westfalian 33 29 

17ex (17) Capitol I Holstein 33 32 

21ex (24ex) Caretino Holstein 31 28 

21ex (20ex) Grand Veneur* Selle Français 31 29 

21ex (20ex) Grannus* Hanoverian 31 29 

21ex (24ex) Le Tôt de Semilly Selle Français 31 28 

25ex (19) De Niro Hanoverian1 30 30 

25ex (24ex) Nimmerdor* KWPN 30 28 

27ex (20ex) Almé* Selle Français 29 29 

27ex (30ex) Burggraaff Holstein 29 27 

27ex (36) Corrado I Holstein 29 26 

27ex (24ex) Papillon Rouge Selle Français 29 28 

27ex (30ex) Quick Star Selle Français 29 27 

27ex (30ex) Floristan I Rhineland 29 27 
Col. 1 – 2006 Rank; Col. 2 – 2005 Rank; 

 

The wheel turns 

 

From our work we had two options: 

to produce a small movie or an 

epic. So we decided to go ahead 

with the epic. How? By comparing 

the information we issued last year 

from our database with the information 

from this year. And this, of 

course, knowing (and informing) 

our readers that last year we had 



around 6,000 stallions in our database, 

and this year almost 6,500. So 

we cannnot precisely compare 

things on the same scale, but we do 

think that a simple and instructive 

result can be generated. 

Indeed we see in year two of the 

Stallion Directory – 2006 compared 

to 2005 – new Sires of Sires 

improving or arriving: like Sandro 

Hit for Oldenburg, Concorde, 

Hearbreaker and Indoctro for 

KWPN, Corrado and Cassini for 

Holstein, while most of the Selle 

Français are stable. These great 

sires are now carving their own trail 

through in this stallion jungle. 

Conversely, some Sires of Sires are 

slowly departing the scene, mainly 

through old age and because their 

male descendents do not compare 

so well to the new values. We took 

the risk to illustrate in a special 

columm these remarkable evolutions. 

We do think that this information 

is worthwhile, even if it 

needs to be considered with care. 

We can go further with our database. 

Out of his 76 male offspring, 

we can draw a photo-fit of a 

Quidam son. For sure he is mostly 

a Selle Français, because 42 of his 

offspring were registered at birth in 

the Selle Français studbook, so 

almost half of the field. In second 

position comes the Holsteiners 

with eight sons registered. 

 

Photo-fit of a sire 

 

They are followed by KWPN and BWP who have also used Quidam 

as one might a Thoroughbred, to 

give blood to their production. On 

the dam’s sire’s side it is also mainly 

French: 41 male descendants of 

Quidam have a French grandfather 

on the mother’s side. Uriel (five) 

comes first followed by Muguet du 

Manoir (four) and Grand Veneur 

and Landgraf (three apiece) in 

equal third. 

The avearage size is 168.8 cms! 

Quidam’s sons range from 163 to 

177 cms, with Krug de la Roche 

(Laudanum) behing the tallest. It’s 

interesting to note that the three 



smallest (163 cms) have all issued 

from good German families: the 

Oldenburger Quo Vadis (Grannus) 

and two Holsteiners (both bred by 

Harm Thormälen), Quite Easy 

(Landgraf) born in 1994, and Quite 

Capitol (Capitano) born in 1999. 

Quite Capitol is one of only three 

greys by Quidam, whereas 52 (two 

thirds) are bay or dark bay and 18 

are chestnut. 

So is the Dutch-bred Adagio IV/ex 

Guidam (Fougere x Venutar) the oldest 

approved Quidam son born in 

1988. Most of Quidam’s sons were 

approved between 1991 and 1999. So 

we could say that our Quidam 

approved son photo-fit is ten years old! 

 

Limits of the exercise. 

 

The work which has been concluded 

for the third year by our small 

team is not yet perfect, as we mentioned 

in our Foreword. But this 

third edition is for sure providing 

more informations and trends. 

These statistics pages are a new 

step in our general knowledge of 

sport horse evolution. 

To provide better information we 

need better sources. They are of 

two types: public (the studbooks 

gathered under the umbrella of 

the WBFSH) and private. Both 

have advantages as well as inconveniences. 

We try to collect as 

much information as possible, and 

also cross-check and verify. But 

help is, as always, appreciated by 

way of criticism. 

We do this job because we are convinced 

it is better to know 80 percent 

of the truth – and have new 

information – rather than knowing 

nothing! We do it because the evolution 

of sport horse breeding is by 

evidence dependant upon global 

knowledge: timeo hominem unius 

libri – fear the man of one book. � 

 

STATISTICS 

If the Sire of Sires is Quidam de 
Revel, who is still alive, followed by 



Contender, also on this earth, on the 

dam’s side of our great sires the situation 

is slightly different. 

Ramiro Z died in 1995 at the age of 

30, but he has produced so many 

great dams: mothers of an active 

approved stallion! As Landgraf 

moves up (68 in 2006, 69 in 2007), 

Ramiro is losing a little of his 

supremacy (78 in 2006, 75 in 2007). 

The damage of age my friends! 

With two Holsteiners in the lead, followed 

by the Dutch (KWPN) 

Nimmerdor, there are no changes 

on the podium itself. This year the 

French Uriel (Nankin) and Cor de 

la Bryère (Rantzau xx) have lost 

their fourth and tied position (5th 

ex aequo) respectively, while Pilot has 

gained one step (4th). 

The first sire of dam’s sires still alive 

is the Hanoverian Weltmeyer 

(World Cup I). And in this category 

a young one – Contender (Calypso 

II) is moving up fast (26th in 2006, 

19th in 2007) while Quidam de 

Revel remains stable. 

As in the Sire of Sires, Selle Français 

(12 sires of dam’s sires against 13 last 

year) is again dominating the female 

side of sport horse genetics. 

Altogether the 12 Selle Français sires 

have, through their chosen dams, 

produced 379 approved stallions, 

ahead of Holstein (nine representatives) 

with 357 sires. In third position 

seven Hanoverians (one more 

than last year, while Selle Français 

has lost one) which have given, 

through the dam’s side, 190 stallions, 

while on the sire’s side four 

Hanoverians have only produced 

171 stallions. 

Uriel is leading the field with five 

daughters crossed with Quidam. 

Muguet du Manoir, while Grand 

Veneur and Landgraf come next 

with three daughters who have been 

bred with Quidam. The only mare 

to produce two approved stallions is 

Loripierre (Foudre de Guerre), 

bred by the late Dr. Herbeau. They 

are Emir de la Pierre born in 1991 

who is chestnut, and the bay Dollar 

de la Pierre/Tlaloc M, the wellknown 

performer who first 



belonged to La Silla (Mexico) and is 

now owned by Haras des M in 

Normandy (France). 

What one can say after a very brief 

study of both statistics – 

Sires of Sires and Sires of Dam’s 

Sires – is that the world of sport 

horses is really revolving around the 

same pedigrees, originating from 

the same roots, and that if breeders 

are not yet really in-breeding, they 

are not really out-crossing either! � 

 

 

 


